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Understanding Communities


The Learning Reflection (100 points)
General Instructions and Background
I have added considerable content to this portion of your final as a result of class discussion, during which it became clear that students did not have a proper understanding of the intent and desired content of the Learning Reflection.  There is more information here than I would normally want to provide in instructions for an exam question, but given the confusion, I hope the additional information will be useful.

First, examine the University Studies goals and their rubrics at http://www.pdx.edu/unst/goals.html.  You will be writing five short-answer essays.  Each of these will begin with an explanation in your own words of what one of the University Studies goals means to you.  After that short explanation, you will then present a short essay using one of the writing prompts from the next page to illustrate your grasp of and understanding of the goal.  

Your discussion of the goal and the short reflective essay driven by the writing prompt should be interwoven.  Although you may use the same writing prompt over and over, I would expect most students to choose a different prompt for writing about each of the different goals.
This is not meant to be a free flow of ideas, a free-association exercise in which you record, as if in a diary, your thoughts and feelings.  This is academic writing; it is in the mode we call “expressive.”  You can read about expressive writing in Hodges.  Your SECRETs are “explanatory” or “argumentative” in mode, while the other essay questions are more along the lines of what we call “narrative” or “descriptive” writing.  If you need more information about these writing styles, you should refer to Hodges.

The purpose here is for you to internalize your familiarity with the University Studies goals.  These goals form the very foundation of the entire undergraduate general education program at Portland State University.  “Inquiry” courses (freshman inquiry, sophomore inquiry, etc.) are supposed to address these goals within the framework of a subject area – in this case, community studies.  So, instead of having to take a writing course, for example, you are expected to learn about writing while also learning about communities.  Or, instead of taking a course on logic and rhetoric, you are supposed to learn about the techniques of critical inquiry and analysis as you examine the subject matter of communities.  Instead of a separate math class, your inquiry course should include a substantive quantitative component – such as working with Census data and manipulating those data in the form of an Excel graph.  Instead of taking speech, you learn and practice presentation techniques, including small-group discussion and full-class presentation – experiences that should expose you to ethics and the diversity of the human condition (both University Studies goals).  Rather than Soc 101 or History 101, you learn a little bit of sociology theory and a smattering of world and American history.  But, the idea is that you are learning all of these subjects and skills while focusing on an area of particular interest to you, such as community development.

While the purpose of all of this may not have been clear to you up until now, it should have been, and this portion of the exam, like any good exam should serve as a learning opportunity just as much as a demonstration opportunity.  In other words, you should take something away from this exercise just as much as you demonstrate to me your grasp of the subject matter.  Your learning should, indeed, continue even through the examination stage.
That is why I call this portion the “learning reflection.” 

Succinctness and conciseness matter.  Keep the entire learning reflection to 2.5 to 3 pages long, total.  The reflection must be typed, double-spaced, with 12-point font.  Although you do not need to use MLA format, you will lose points for spelling and serious punctuation errors, and typos and grammar errors that interfere with readability.  
There are essentially five goals:
1. Critical thinking

2. Writing (under “Communication”)

3. Quantitative literacy (under “Communication”)

4. Ethics and social responsibility

5. Diversity

So, you will have five short explanations of the goals in your own words – what they mean to you – each one followed by a brief reflective essay that begins with a prompt from below.  You may use five different prompts.  The due date for this learning reflection has been extended to Thursday, March 23, in class.  An example of what I am looking for follows on the next page.
Writing Prompts:

· When I think about “my people” or “my community,” what comes to mind is . . . 

· I took an Implicit Association Test, to see if I learned anything about any hidden prejudices I might have, at https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/demo/selectatest.jsp.  What I found out is . . . 

· When it comes to (ethics/diversity/social justice/quantitative literacy [pick one]), the thing I learned the most about in doing the ethnography project for this class was . . . 

· When I first started this class, I thought it was going to be about . . . but as time went on, it turned out to be more about . . . 

· The activity, reading, film, and/or project that really seemed to improve my critical thinking was . . . because . . . 
· The activity, reading, film, and/or project that really seemed to improve my writing was . . . because . . . 

· The way I understand race and class to be related to community is . . . 

· When I think about the issue of how concerns like the environment and sustainable development might be considered matters of “privilege” versus matters of survival, my response is . . . 


· The one thing I’ve really wanted to talk about or have really enjoyed talking about is . . . 

· For me, the experience of “community” at PSU is . . . 


The following is, as promised, a sample.  The formatting is up to you.  I chose this format because it uses space efficiently, makes the separate parts obvious (my interpretation of the goal is in bold face; the original writing prompt wording is in blue font; my reflection is in regular font), and does exactly what the assignment calls for.  I really hope this will help.  Good luck!

Sample Learning Reflection  
The Writing Goal:  The way I read the rubric for this goal is that at the highest level of achievement, the student will be able to write for a variety of purposes (e.g., from technical writing to creative writing); communicate original ideas of his or her own; demonstrate a mastery of logic and critical judgment; express him or herself in an organized and orderly fashion, addressing subjects thoroughly and with substantial depth; and demonstrate a mastery of the writing process (paper planning, rough draft, revision and editing, and proofreading to eliminate all errors in diction, spelling, syntax, word usage, and so on). When I first started this class, I thought it was going to be about different communities but as time went on, it turned out to be more about understanding communities from multiple disciplines, including history, sociology, and political science.  However, I had no idea that we would be expected to write so intensively.  I admit that I barely read through the instructions for the first S.E.C.R.E.T., but when I got it back, I was stunned.  A 45 percent?  What was this – a D+?  I was no D student!  As I examined the feedback form, however, I realized that there were many areas of critical thinking and university-level writing that I simply had not understood or that I was – well – lazy about.  As I’ve continued through this class, I realize that I’ve learned more about writing than communities – which, come to think of it, may actually serve me as a member of a community; because isn’t that one thing that communities are all about:  communicating?
