Uncovering Allusion
Deconstruction Exercise No. 1
Sp 2006
Page 4 of 4

Uncovering Allusion
Poetic Theme:  Equality of Race and Gender in Historical Perspective

Deconstruction Exercise No. 1

	1.
Use whatever source you desire to look up and define “deconstruct” or “deconstruction” as it seems to apply to the writing/poetry/lyrics exercises in this class.  Write or type your response here.

	

	2.
Use whatever source you desire to look up “allusion” or “allude” as it may be used in the art of “deconstructing” lyrics, poetry, or other forms of art.  Write or type your response here.

	

	3.
Sojourner Truth’s speech is full of allusions.    For example, in the first line she refers to “That man over there.”  As we know, she was probably talking about a specific man at the convention in Akron.  Taking this a step further, what else could “that man” refer to (figuratively speaking)?

	

	4.
To what is Sojourner alluding when she speaks of never being helped “over mud puddles” and what was her point in bringing this up?

	

	5.
To what is she referring when she says, “no man could head me”?  How would you put that in modern language?

	

	6.
To what do you think Sojourner Truth is alluding when she says the “first woman God ever made was strong enough to turn the world upside down”?

	

	7.   Why is the Nina Simone song entitled “Four Women”?  What is Ms. Simone trying to say here through this title?

	

	8.
What line in Sojourner Truth’s piece does Ms. Simone seem to be alluding to when she sings of being “strong enough to take the pain inflicted again and again”?

	

	9.
What are the changes in the descriptions of the woman’s hair in the first three stanzas of the song?  How do these descriptions of the hair correspond to each “woman” being described in the first three stanzas?  For example, what does the wooly hair say about the first woman in the song?

	

	10.
If we look at this song as a history of the black woman from the days of slavery to today, what does the narrative tell us?  For instance, in the first “chapter” the woman is a strong, black slave whose name, like “Aunt Jemima,” almost suggests a lack of self-identity.  What happens to the woman in the next three “chapters”?

	

	11.
Why do you think Ursula Rucker entitled her version of the song “For Women” rather than “Four Women”?

	

	12.
Look at “16th Street Baptist Church Bombing” at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/16th_Street_Baptist_Church_bombing and use the information here to explain the allusion to “four little girls” in the second stanza of the Ms. Rucker’s song.

	

	13.
What lines in “For Women” seem closest in their meaning to the lines in Sojourner Truth proclaiming “Where did your Christ come from? From God and a woman! Man had nothing to do with him!” 

	

	14.
What lines in Ms. Rucker’s piece do you equate most closely with Sojourner Truth’s words “I have born 13 children and seen most all sold into slavery and when I cried out a mother’s grief none but Jesus heard me”?

	

	15.
Ms. Rucker sings about many women and several names.  What (and who) are some of the women and their names and how, like in Ms. Simone’s narrative, do they tell the story of the black woman’s history?  Be sure to address the terms “ma’at,” “Pontifica,” and “mulatto,” among others.

	

	16.
Moving on to Talib Kweli’s version of “For Women” – Kweli also relates a history of the black experience, this time not necessarily from the eyes of a woman.  How does he describe this history when he talks about coming across a 107-year-old woman in Brooklyn?

	

	17.
To what is Kweli alluding in rapping about the daughter who left the plantation: “when she saw a sign / Even though she can’t read”?   

	

	18.
What parts of Kweli’s song refer almost directly back to the Nina Simone piece?

	

	19.
To what is Kweli referring when he says, “She tried to get it where she fit in / on that American Dream mission paid tuition / For the receipt to find out / her history was missing and started flippin’”?

	

	20.
What are Kweli and Ms. Simone alluding to with their reference to the woman belonging to two worlds?  

	

	21.
Try to find out the meaning of the name “Safronia” or “Siffronia” [or alternate spellings thereof].  Is/Are there any word(s) in the Rucker song that possibly allude to the same idea?

	

	22.
What is the Apollo to which Kweli refers?

	

	23.
Who or what are the “master” and the “enslaved” to which Kweli refers in the lines following “Yo, it’s getting worse / when children hide the fact that they pregnant”? 

	

	24.
How does Kweli connect with the Nina Simone’s announcement that “My name is Peaches”?

	

	25.
How do both Kweli and Sojourner Truth allude to the importance of religion to the black woman? Do Nina Simone and Ursula Rucker do this, and if so, how?

	

	26.
Compare and contrast the allusions to the work (occupations) of black women in the songs of Ursula Rucker and Talib Kweli.

	

	27.
To what is Kweli referring in the line “. . . when the rainbow’s enuff”?

	

	28.
Create a list of at least four allusions using your own personal slang.  You may want to choose from the following list:
Money


Local store

Brothers/Sisters
Car, Bike, etc.

Apartment/House

School


Telephone

Teachers

Music


Dance

Food


Computer

Sports


Books


Boyfriend/Girlfriend

Your neighborhood
Music Device

Sleep


Films


Good/Great

Your friends/family
Parents


Work


Yourself

Bad/Lousy

	Example:
I use bams as a slang term for my children (bambini, in Italian)



I use jacked as a slang term for broken, sore, not doing well, messed up.




I use screen as a slang term for all forms of screen entertainment, other than big screen.




I use pips as a slang term for “peeps,” which is slang for “my people.”


	29.  Now take the list of your own personal allusions and construct a four- or five-line rhyming poem, using your own voice (you do not need to use a hip hop rhythm).  Example:

I come in the door and call for my pips

I wanna grab my bams and kiss ’em on the lips

They starin’ at the screen, can’t hear a word I’m sayin’

What is this respect to they mamma they be payin’?

This situation with the TV and the X-Box – it’s jacked

They better turn it off or someone ’fore someone gets whacked!




