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Theme:  The Price of the American Dream - III
Blood In . . . Blood Out: Bound by Honor. Screenplay by Jimmy Santiago Baca. Dir. Taylor Hackford. Perf. Jesse Borrego, Benjamin Bratt, Enrique Castillo, and Damian Chapa. Hollywood Pictures, 1993.
Background Information

The film opens in 1972, focusing on two half-brothers, Paco and Cruz, and their half-Mexican, half-Anglo cousin, Miklo, three members of an East L.A. gang known as the "Vatos Locos” (crazy dudes).  The story focuses on how a violent crime and the influence of narcotics alters their lives. Miklo is incarcerated and sent to San Quentin, where he makes a "home" for himself, passing a gang-entrée requirement (“blood in, blood out”) to become a member of the (fictitious) notorious Mexican prison gang, La Onda (“destiny”). Cruz becomes an exceptional artist, but a heroin addiction overcomes him with tragic results. Paco becomes a cop and an enemy to his carnal, Miklo.

Director Taylor Hackford (Ray, Delores Clairborne, An Officer and a Gentleman, La Bomba) grew up in LA and wanted to document life in the largest barrio in the United States.  He recruited poet Jimmy Santiago Baca to write the screenplay.  Baca had grown up in LA and himself is an amalgam of the three family men in the film – the tough guy-turned honest, the gang member-criminal, and the street artist who expresses the soul of the community.
The prison scenes are filmed in San Quentin, whose warden at the time, Daniel Vasquez, is himself Chicano. Remember that in those scenes, there are only eight actors; everyone else is a member of the real prison community.  The prison gang, La Onda, is fictional, but based on a real-life Mexican Mafia prison gang.
This film was and still is popular, with many authentic and fascinating moments; however, it is an example of a Hollywood stylization.  Cinematically, it should be compared with American Me (1992), starring Edward James Olmos, which received more critical acclaim.
Mexican gang/street slang

· “Blood in, blood out” = Mexican mafia motto; a requirement to join some gangs - to join, you must kill someone; your death (natural or by being killed) is the only way out of the gang
· Cabron = asshole/dick/fucker

· Chale = “No way!” “Hell, no” – a term of disagreement
· Efe = stands for the letter “F” in Spanish; refers to Nuestra Familia prison gang
· Ese = Hispanic slang for “bro,” “dude,” “man,” as in “¿Qué pasa, ese?”

· Ese vato = Hispanic prison slang for “That dude.” (Essey = black street slang for Hispanic)

· Feria = money (also, placa)

· Guapo = handsome, but is used sarcastically to put someone down

· Homes / Homie / Home Boy = someone from the same neighborhood/gang

· Jefe = Boss

· Jura, La = police

· Maricon = homosexual

· Mero Mero = top dog, jefe

· Mi hijo = my son, son, boy (shortened as “mijo”)
· Orale = Hey; Listen; Okay

· Pendejo = asshole

· Pinche = worthless, lousy, useless, miserable, fucking

· Placa = tattoo

· Puta = whore, prostitute, fucker

· Ruca = girlfriend

· Simon = Yes

· Vato Loco = “crazy dude,” gangster

Symbolism in the film:
the green palm tree; the apple (Montana takes it, holds it, gives it: apple of knowledge, truth, and power); significance of Montana’s having very little accent and a high level of English articulation?
