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Theme:  The Price of the American Dream - II

A Raisin in the Sun. Screenplay by Lorraine Hansberry. Dir. Daniel Petrie. Perf. Sidney Poitier, Claudia McNeil, and Ruby Dee. Writ. Lorraine Hansberry. Columbia Pictures, 1961.
Dramatis Personae 

· Lena Younger (Claudia McNeil): matriarch; proud; strong-willed; deeply religious; believes in the strength of family

· Walter Lee Younger, Jr. (Sidney Poitier): ambitious; loves his family; longs to prove his manhood by owning his own business

· Beneatha Younger (Diana Sands): as ambitious as her brother, with plans to be a doctor; needs to express herself, as her varying hobbies indicate; interested in her African roots

· Ruth Younger (Ruby Dee): loving and faithful wife and mother; wants what's best for her family; her dream is to move into a place with more space and sunlight

· Travis Younger (Stephen Perry): his family's pride and hope for the future; typically energetic ten-year-old

· Asagai (Ivan Dixon): fellow student; loves Beneatha; a "modern" African, committed to preserving the cultural heritage of his Nigerian people

· George Murchison (Louis Gosset, Jr.): modern African-American who believes that success lies in imitating whites; scorned by Walter Lee, who considers him a phony

Important Themes Common to Raisin and Other American Dream Films
· Stereotyping and prejudice

· Dream / American Dream

· Conflict Between Competing Demands and Expectations: on individual and on community level

· e.g., between your peers and your family; your job and your school; between community stakeholders

· Role of Family, Mother, Traditional Male/Female Roles

· Irony: Blacks came north for better conditions, only to find what?  Why did Lena choose the home in Clybourne Park, as opposed to somewhere else?  Mr. Lindner extols the values of hard work and pride among the residents of Clybourne Park, only to offer what to the Younger family?
· Generation gap among African American cohorts

· Cultural gap among African American blacks and African national blacks

· Stay true: don’t sell out

· Speak truth to power

Symbols
· Lena’s plant

· Light and dark

· Money

· Clothing

Role of art:  Does this film teach?
