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1.  Log on to the PCC Library at 
http://www.pcc.edu/library/. 

2. Click on Databases by Title. 

3. Scroll down until you get to 
the database called 
Opposing Viewpoints. Click 
on it. 

Read through this entire 
packet before beginning; 

then, start here. 

http://www.pcc.edu/library/
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4. Type in your last name and G 
number and then hit Submit. 

5. Once at the Opposing 
Viewpoints Resource Center, 
select a controversial topic, 
such as capital punishment. 

6. Select the Magazines Tab 
 
7.   Sort by Content Level.  Green 

circles = easy; orange squares = 
medium; red triangles = hard 

8.  Look for titles that signal 
controversy or debate, with easy 
or medium content levels. 

9.  Select articles at least 350 words. 
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10.  Print the article from the 
print icon. 

11.  You can also listen to it 
by clicking on the MP3 tool. 

12.  You can go to the 
previous or next article by 
selecting the one you want. 

13.  Copy and paste the “Source 
Citation” exactly as shown onto a 
Bibliography page for your paper. 

The actual assignment is on the last page.  Remember, you have until the last day of 
class, Week 10, to turn this in.  It’s worth 100 points, maximum.  You can’t do a 
decent job on this project without knowing your stuff, so be sure to focus on Chs. 8 
& 9 and review 4-7 (especially Ch. 4).  Get started right away, using a work 
technique that allows you to distribute the whole process over the approximately 
2-week period you have to do this. 
 

As always, bring your questions to me at biancom@q7.com / 503-706-8641 

mailto:biancom@q7.com
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1. Identify up to five different controversial topics (for 100 extra points total). 

2. Choose one article per topic.  

3. Conduct a critical assessment of each article, using skills and techniques from throughout the term, and particularly Chs. 8 
and 9 (worth up to 20 points extra credit each). 

4. Type no more than 1½  double-spaced pages per article  

 Attach your critical assessment to the article 

 Please do not write on the article itself 

 Include a bibliography at the end (see Item 6, below) 

 For optimum extra credit, proofread for typos, spelling, punctuation, and grammar (Tutoring Center, anyone?) 

5. Answer the following using either full sentences or short bulleted points: 

 What is the issue, that is, the controversial topic the article is about? 

 What is the overall main idea of the article? 

 What is the author’s purpose in writing the article (primary purpose and, if applicable, secondary)? 

 Who is the author’s intended audience?   
 Please be fairly specific. 

 What is the author’s point of view / bias / position?  

 Justify your response by referring to some examples from the article. 

 What is the author’s tone (primary and secondary, if applicable).   

 Justify with examples. 

 What is the author’s intended meaning ?  

 Justify with examples. 

 What assumptions does the author take for granted?  

 List and explain why they are assumptions. 

 What types of support does the author present? 

 Is the support relevant?   

 Does it pertain directly to the author’s argument?  

 Explain. 

 Is the argument based on facts or opinions?  

 Give examples of either or both, if present. 

 Are the facts relevant, complete, and valuable?   

 Why?  

 Are the opinions well supported and valuable?  

 Why? 
 What logical conclusions can you draw, and are they credible?  

 Why? 

 Remember to base your answer to this question on what the author wrote. 

 Based on your critical assessment (everything above), do you agree or disagree with the author? 
 Why? 

6. You probably had to provide quotes and other examples during your justification process.  Remember, anything that is not 
your own WORDING or your own IDEA needs to be cited.  In your text where you’re writing, just put the first few words of 
the article title in parentheses (“Debate over the Electric Chair”).  At the very end of your packet of papers, tack on a 
Bibliography and arrange the citations you copy and pasted in alphabetical order.  This is an advanced writing technique; you 
won’t lose more than a couple extra credit points total for not doing this correctly.  But if you fail to do this at all, you will 
definitely lose extra credit. 


