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  WEEK 43
  GRAMMAR TOPIC:  Correcting Sentence Fragments.s


I.
DEPENDENT CLAUSES as Fragments:  CClauses with Subordinating Conjunctions 

( subordinating conjunction
They continued to dance.  While the ship was sinking.  ← second word group is a fragment


( independent clause
( dependent clause

FIXES:
1.  They continued to dance while the ship was sinking.
← Attach dependent clause to end
2.  While the ship was sinking, they continued to dance.
← Attach dependent clause to beginning (comma)
3.  They continued to dance. The ship was sinking. 
← Just make two stand-alone independent clauses.
4.  They continued to dance; the ship was sinking. 
← Make a compound sentence with a semicolon.
5.  They continued to dance, but the ship was sinking.
← Make a compound sentence with a FANBOY.
→ Now do Exercise 2, p. 96.


II.
PHRASES as Fragments:  
eVerbal Phrasess

( this word group is a fragment
Having studied hard all evening. John decided to retire.

( verbal phrase
( independent clause
FIX:
Having studied hard all evening, John decided to retire.
← Attach verbal phrase to independent clause (comma)
rPrepositional Phrasess

( this word group is a fragment
For the past ten hours. I have been designing my home page.

( prepositional phrase
( independent clause
FIX:
For the past ten hours, I have been designing my home page. ← Attach prepositional phrase to independent clause (comma)
rAppositive Phrasess

( this word group is a fragment
He lived in the small town of Whitman. A busy industrial center near Boston.


( independent clause
( appositive phrase
FIX:
He lived in the small town of Whitman, a busy industrial center near Boston. ← Attach appositive phrase to independent clause (comma)
→ Now do Exercises 4 & 6, p. 99 &102


III.
WORD GROUPS WITHOUT SUBJECTS OR VERBS as Fragments:  
eNo Subjects

( this word group is a fragment
Ayana studied many long hours. And received the highest grade in the class.

( independent clause
( word group without a subject
FIX:
Anaya studied many long hours and received the highest grade in the class. 


( Convert second word group to a compound verb. 
 No Verbs

( this entire word group is a fragment
Few children living in that part of the country.

( this is actually a verbal phrase

FIX:
Few children live in that part of the country. ← Convert the verbal to a regular verb.
→ Now do Exercises 8 & 10, p. 99 &102



Sentences and examples are taken from Brandon, Lee, and Brandon, Kelly. Sentences, Paragraphs, and Beyond: With Integrated Readings. 5th. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2008.
Copyright © Martha J. Bianco, Ph.D., 2008.  All rights reserved. Contact author for permissions biancom@q7.com.

